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This year marks the 175th anniversary of  

of the last group of Cherokees’ arrival

 in Tahlequah  after walking the Trail  

of Tears. Of the estimated 16,000  

Cherokees forced to make the  

ourney to Indian Territory, an  

estimated 4,000 died due to  

exposure, starvation  

and disease.

Homes
Cherokee Nation places importance on Cherokees  

having access to safe, functional and affordable homes  

and utilities. Cherokee Nation and its subsidiary, the  

Housing Authority of the Cherokee Nation, operate  

several programs to promote this goal. 

Health
Cherokee Nation is determined to set the  

standard for stellar health care. The Cherokee  

Nation’s $100 million health care capital  

improvement plan demonstrates our  

dedication to creating a world-class  

health care system and making  

health care more accessible. 

Hope
Through job creation, record  

scholarship awards and other  

initiatives, the Cherokee Nation  

continues to bring hope to  

tribal citizens by offering  

them resources to create a  

better life for themselves  

and their families.
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Cherokee Nation  
Tribal Council

District 1: Tina Glory-Jordan, Speaker

District 2: Joe Byrd

District 3: David Walkingstick

District 4: Don Garvin

District 5: David Thornton Sr.

District 6: Janelle Fullbright, Deputy Speaker

District 7: Frankie Hargis

District 8: Jodie Fishinghawk, Secretary

District 9: Curtis G. Snell

District 10: Harley Buzzard

District 11: Victoria Vazquez

District 12: Dick Lay

District 13: Cara Cowan Watts

District 14: Lee Keener, Jr.

District 15: Janees Taylor

At Large: Julia Coates 

& Jack D. Baker

This year marks the 175th anniversary of  

of the last group of Cherokees’ arrival 

in Tahlequah after walking the Trail  

of Tears. Of the estimated 16,000  

Cherokees forced to make the  

journey to Indian Territory, an  

estimated 4,000 died due  

to exposure, starvation  

and disease.



History of Cherokee  
National Holiday

The Cherokee National Holiday is a celebration  

of Cherokee heritage, cultural awareness  

and reuniting of families. The holiday has  

been observed annually since 1953 to  

commemorate the signing of the 1839 

Cherokee Constitution. With an exciting  

array of entertainment, cultural and  

athletic events, it has grown into one  

of the largest festivals in Oklahoma,  

attracting more than 100,000  

visitors from across the world.

Homes
Cherokee Nation places importance on Cherokees  

having access to safe, functional and affordable homes  

and utilities. Cherokee Nation and its subsidiary, the  

Housing Authority of the Cherokee Nation, operate  

several programs to promote this goal. 

Health
Cherokee Nation is determined to set the  

standard for stellar health care. The Cherokee  

Nation’s $100 million health care capital  

improvement plan demonstrates our  

dedication to creating a world-class  

health care system and making  

health care more accessible. 

Hope
Through job creation, record  

scholarship awards and other  

initiatives, the Cherokee Nation  

continues to bring hope to  

tribal citizens by offering  

resources to create a  

better life for themselves  

and their families.



Welcome to the 
62nd Cherokee

National Holiday
Principal Chief 

Bill John Baker

Deputy Principal Chief 

S. Joe Crittenden
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