Cherokee Nation

www.cherokee.org

REQUEST FOR BIDS

LITERACY, BOOKS & REST AREA MATERIALS
CATOOSA CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
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CHEROKEE NATION
BID REQUEST

Literacy, Books & Rest Area Materials
The Cherokee Nation is accepting bids from interested parties for Literacy, Books & Rest
Area Materials in the classrooms for the Child Development Center located in Catoosa,
Oklahoma. Interested parties are to provide a bid to furnish product equal to or better than
the specifications provided. Interested bidders must follow all directions outlined in this
bid packet including the utilization of mandatory bid response sheet to be considered fully
responsive.

The lowest most responsive, responsible bid will be the determining factor in awarding this
bid taking Indian Preference in accordance with Cherokee Nation Policy and Procedures.
The successful bidder will be issued a purchase order incorporating the bid response.

Bids are due March 19, 2026 by 5:00 p.m.

MANDATORY SUBMITTAL INFORMATION: Bid submittal requirements must be
followed. Each bid must be submitted on the prescribed, required form with all areas
completed. Bids may be or e-mailed to janice-vaughan@cherokee.org. It is the bidder’s
responsibility to ensure delivery of bid by March 19,2026 by 5:00 p.m. Any bids received
after the designated date and time will be ineligible for award.

Bid Acceptance: Bids will be accepted from Indian and Non-Indian bidders. Cherokee
Nation reserves the right to reject any and all bids. Cherokee Nation reserves the right to
determine if a bid meets stated requirements, and to award a purchase order for the bid that
is in the best interest of the Cherokee Nation including but not limited to the total cost and
capability of the bidder. Bidders are responsible for any and all costs associated with the
preparation and submission of bids. To be considered, bids must be received by the
specified date and time; any bid received after stipulated date and time will be returned
unopened. No bidder may withdraw their bid within 30 days after proposal due date.

TERO Certification: Indian preference will be given only to bidders who provide proof
of current certification from the Cherokee Nation Tribal Employments Office (TERO)
located in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, telephone number (918) 453-5000. Proof of TERO
certification must accompany and be included in bid submittal.

Conflict of Interest and Restrictions: If any contractor, contractor’s employee,
subcontractor, or any individual working on the proposed contract may have a possible
conflict of interest that may affect the objectivity, analysis, and/or performance of the
contract, it shall be declared in writing and submitted to Cherokee Purchasing Department
(Attn: Janice Vaughan) no later than on or before March 19, 2026 by 5:00 p.m. The
NATION will determine in writing if the conflict is significant and material and if so, may
eliminate the contractor from submitting a proposal.



mailto:janice-vaughan@cherokee.org

Verbal Instructions: Interested parties shall not initiate or execute any negotiation,
decision, or action arising from any verbal discussion with any Cherokee Nation employee.
Only written communications from the designated Contact Person at Cherokee Nation may
be considered a duly authorized expression on behalf of the NATION regarding this RFP.
Additionally, only written communications from interested parties are recognized as duly
authorized expressions on behalf of the vendor. The same instructions shall apply to any
subsequent award and agreement communications.

Qualifications of Bidder: The NATION may make such investigations as deemed
necessary to determine the ability of the bidder to perform the work, and the bidder shall
furnish to the NATION all such information and data for this purpose as the NATION may
request. The NATION reserves the right to reject any bid if the evidence submitted by, or
investigation of, such bidder fails to satisfy the NATION such bidder is properly qualified
to carry out the obligations of the contract and to complete the work contemplated therein.
Conditional bids will not be accepted.

Buy American — Recovery Act provisions: The buy American provisions direct that all
of the iron, steel, and manufactured goods used in the project are produced or manufactured
in the United States for a project for the construction, alteration, maintenance or repair of
a public building or public work. This Buy American provision is applicable only to iron,
steel, and manufactured good brought to the construction site for incorporation into a public
building or public work. Products that do not fit the definition of manufactured goods are
not covered.

Method of Award — Lowest Bid That Contains Lowest Most Responsive/Reasonable
Offer From Qualified Bidder: After consideration of price and other factors, the
purchase order will be awarded to the bidder whose bid is determined to be the lowest most
responsive/reasonable offer taking Indian Preference into consideration and in the best
interest of the Nation to accept. Award shall be to the lowest, most responsive/reasonable
bid in accordance with Cherokee Nation Policy and Procedures. Indian/TERO Preference
will be given only to bidders who provide proof of current TERO certification from the
Cherokee Nation Tribal Employments Office (TERO) in accordance with current Cherokee
Nation Policy. Proof of TERO certification must accompany and be included in bid
submittal.

Debarment, Suspension, Proposed Debarment, and Other Responsibility Matters:
The responding party certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief that the person, the
firm, or any of its principals are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for
debarment, or declared ineligible for the award of contracts by any Federal agency or
Indian tribe. The bidder will also certify they have not, within a three-year period
preceding this Request for Proposal, been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered
against them for: commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining,
attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State, Local or Tribal) contract or
subcontract; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes relating to the submission of
offers; or commissions of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsifications or
destruction of records, making false statements, and are not presently indicted for, or




otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity with, commission of any
of the offenses enumerated in this provision. The responding party certifies they have not,
within a three-year period preceding this Request for Proposal, had one or more contracts
terminated for default by a Federal, State, Local or Tribal agency. The responding party
shall provide immediate written notice to the Cherokee Nation if, at any time prior to
contract award, the person learns its certification was erroneous when submitted or has
become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

General Information: Cherokee Nation reserves the right to waive any informalities or to
reject any and all bids. Award of purchase order will be to the lowest most responsible
responsive bidder and will be subject to availability of funds. All sums due to any suppliers
utilized by successful bidders must be paid or will be paid within ten (10) days of receipt
of any money received from the Cherokee Nation under any purchase order. Indian
preference will be given to Contractors certified as an Indian-Owned firm by the Cherokee
Nation Tribal Employment Rights Office (T.E.R.O.). Proof of certification must
accompany all bids. No bidder may withdraw their bid within thirty (30) days after bid
opening date.

A prospective contractor seeking to receive Indian Preference under this contract must be
certified as an Indian-owned firm by the Cherokee Nation Tribal Employment Rights
Office (TERO) and submit proof of that certification with their bid.



MANDATORY BID RESPONSE SHEET
Literacy, Books & Rest Area Materials

Product Description TOTAL

Classroom Materials

Delivery & Set-up Fees

GRAND TOTAL BID $
LEAD TIME ARO:
ALL SPECIFICATIONS ARE FULLY MET: YES NO
PRODUCT SPECIFICATIONS INCLUDED: YES NO

**Cherokee Nation will consider bids for product equal to or better. If not bidding exact product,
complete details and specifications for product must be submitted with bid. **

NOTE TO BIDDERS REGARDING INDIAN PREFERENCE:

TERO Certified Contractor: Yes No
(Proof of certification must accompany all bids)

SUBMITTED:

Company Name

Company Address

Company Phone Number

Authorized Signature

Print Name & Title



Product Specifications and Requirements
Provided by: Catoosa CDC
SEE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR SPECIFICATIONS



[y 5. Literacy, Books & Rest Area

BID INSTRUCTIONS
Literacy, Books & Rest Area

Child Development Center
Catoosa Child Development Center

1. Purpose of Solicitation

The purpose of this solicitation is to obtain competitive bids for literacy materials, developmental
manipulatives, musical instruments, infant/toddler exploration materials, and assessment tools for use in
licensed infant/toddler classrooms and administrative programming at the Child Development Center.

All items must be appropriate for use in an early childhood setting and comply with applicable Oklahoma
DHS Child Care Licensing requirements and STARS standards.

Materials procured under this bid will support:

e Early literacy and language development
e Social-emotional bonding and attachment
e Fine motor and sensory exploration

e Music and rhythm development

e STEM foundations and problem-solving

e (lassroom-based developmental screening (ASQ-3®)

2. Scope of Bid
This bid includes:

e Infant/toddler literacy materials

e Board books and soft books

e Puppets and storytelling tools

e  Musical instruments

e Sensory development materials

e Construction and early STEM manipulatives
e Dramatic play literacy extensions

e ASQ-3® screening system and components



This bid does not include:

e (Classroom furniture
e  Built-in shelving
e Technology devices
e Playground equipment
Vendors must furnish all items in the quantities specified and in accordance with the educational intent,

safety standards, and classroom distribution table.

This is a full-service delivery and placement contract.

3. Mandatory Line Items
All items listed in this solicitation are mandatory.

e Vendors must submit pricing for every line item.
Complete sets must be supplied exactly as listed.

Submission of a bid constitutes acknowledgment that the vendor can provide all listed items as specified or
approved substitutions in accordance with Section 4.

4. Substitutions

Substitutions may only be proposed if they meet or exceed the specifications, educational intent, and
regulatory requirements of the listed item.

Any proposed substitution must:

e Be developmentally appropriate for infant/toddler classrooms
e Maintain the same educational function

e Be durable for daily classroom use

e Be non-toxic and safe for mouthing where applicable

e Be washable, sanitized, or wipeable

e Meet applicable child safety standards

Books must:

e Be hard book, soft book, or indestructible format where specified
e Maintain early literacy purpose

e Preserve phonological awareness or storytelling intent



Musical instruments must:
e Be child-safe

e Have smooth finishes
e Contain no sharp edges or loose components

Required Documentation
All substitutions must include:

e  Manufacturer specifications

e  Materials used

e Intended age range

e  Safety certifications

e Care and cleaning instructions

Approval Requirement
All substitutions require prior written approval from:

Katherine Sanders
Center Manager
Catoosa Child Development Center

Unauthorized substitutions delivered without approval may be rejected.

5. Product Standards & Compliance

All materials must:

e Be developmentally appropriate for infants and toddlers

e Be safe for licensed childcare use

e Be constructed of non-toxic materials

e Be free from choking hazards (unless age-appropriate and compliant)

e Be durable for repeated classroom use

Plush items must be washable.

Books must be tear-resistant or board format unless otherwise specified.

Ride-on equipment must:

e Be stable

e Have secured wheels



e Be rated for classroom safety

The vendor is responsible for full compliance with safety and licensing standards.

6. Quantities & Distribution
Quantities listed represent required totals for classroom distribution.
All infant/toddler classroom materials (Lines 3—53) must be delivered:
e 1 per Infant/Toddler Classroom
Rooms: 143, 145, 148, 150, 153, 155

Administrative materials:
e Line 1 — ASQ-3® Starter Kit

e Line 2 — ASQ-3® Kit Components

Must be delivered to:
Administrative Office / Family Service Worker

No partial classroom sets will be accepted.

7. Pricing
Pricing must be firm and include all applicable costs, including:

e Freight

e Packaging
e Delivery

e Unloading
e Placement
e Handling

Unit pricing and extended totals must be clearly identified.

No additional delivery or service fees will be accepted after award.

8. Mandatory Delivery Window
All items must be delivered:

e No earlier than June 4
e No later than June 19

Early deliveries will be refused.
Late deliveries may result in default of contract.

Delivery must be coordinated in advance with the Center Manager.
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9. Delivery, Unloading & Placement Requirements
This is a full-service inside delivery contract.
The vendor is responsible for:

e Delivering materials inside the Child Development Center
e Unloading all items

e Moving items into designated classrooms

e Unboxing materials in the appropriate room

e Ensuring complete sets remain intact

e Placing items into designated storage areas

e Removing all packaging materials

Curbside delivery will not be accepted.

The facility will not provide labor or equipment for unloading.

10. Completion Timeline
The vendor will have one (1) week from the initial delivery date to complete:

e Delivery

e Unloading

e Unboxing

e Placement

e Packaging removal

Failure to complete delivery within one week may result in the bid being deemed incomplete.

11. Mandatory Labeling Requirements
Every shipment unit must be clearly labeled with:

e Catoosa Child Development Center
e BID 5 — Literacy, Books & Rest Area
e Line-Item Number

e Jtem Name
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e Designated Room Number or “Administrative Office”

Boxes that arrive without proper labeling may be refused.

The CDC will not assume responsibility for sorting mis-labeled shipments.

12. Packaging & Trash Removal
All packaging materials must be:

e Removed from classrooms
e Disposed of in the facility dumpster

No packaging materials may remain onsite.

Failure to comply may result in rejection or delay in acceptance.

13. Evaluation Criteria
Bids will be evaluated based on:

e Compliance with bid instructions

e Alignment with Oklahoma DHS requirements
e Safety and age-appropriateness

e Durability

e Educational value

e  Vendor reliability

e Ability to meet delivery timeline

e Price

14. Right to Reject
The purchasing entity reserves the right to:

e Reject any or all bids

e  Waive minor irregularities

e Reject bids that do not meet licensing, safety, or educational requirements
e Reject shipments that do not comply with labeling or delivery standards

e Award in the best interest of the facility
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15. Questions & Clarifications

All questions regarding this solicitation must be submitted in writing by the deadline identified in the bid
timeline.

Verbal interpretations are not binding.
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Lin | Image Item Description | QT | Unit Extended | Substituti | Substituti
e Name Y Price | Price on on
Ite (Vend | (Vendor) | Proposed | Documen
m or) (Y/N) tation
Attached
(Y/N)
| “eo || ASQ-3® | Complete | 1
i - o0 || Starter | ASQ-3
'y | Kit screening
s ’@EX d system
' f ?7@’F; ] including
! ////é ! questionnair
it es, scoring
sheets,
User’s
Guide, and
Quick Start
Guide.
2 |0 /Y || ASQ-3® | Kit with 1
! sal E Kit toys, books,
L WMEe i, | Compon | and
r B e O\ Ty | ents materials to
I O TS FFL |
s @’S{T ! support
! ks 2, . accurate
. ASQ
screenings.
3 | /| Rainbow | Silicone 6
E E Stacker | teether
g '| Teether | stacker
| 1| Rings supporting
| | oral-motor
| | developmen
E @ D i t and
--------------- coordination
4 R /| Eco- Four rubber- | 6
i ‘ i Friendly | wood ocean
> £y '| Ocean animals with
:ﬂ & of 'l Animal | non-toxic
: E Set paint.
5 | | silicone | Silicone 6
! /| Teething | mittens with
| i Mittens | grip bar and
| - '| (Setof | adjustable
i | ,?;Q *g "3 wrist
! : | closure.

_______________
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6 Plush Three soft
Mushroo | Velcro®
m nesting
Nesting | mushrooms
Set for grasping
and spatial
play.
7 Cuddle Multicultura
Dolls 1 cloth dolls
(Set of designed for
4) comfort and
emotional
bonding.
8 Sensory | Soft
Balls textured
(Set of balls for
6) tactile
exploration
and
perception.
9 : ______________ 1| Shell Natural-tone
! /| Bell shakers
| &4 2 1| Shakers | supporting
SR @' rhythm and
b oo bilateral
coordination
10 L = ;;; . || Musical | Wooden
E E Bird push walker
! '| Walker | with
| | rhythmic
| | pecking
| <@ | birds.
L
11 : (s 1| Sight & | Transparent
e =i i Sound spinning
P god /| Drum drum with
| . L E visual and
E \4&‘\ ! auditory
e o tracking
features.
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12 Pigeon Classic 6
Jack-in- | crank toy
the-Box | playing

“The
Wheels on
the Bus.”

13 Very Retro tin 6
Hungry | jack-in-the-
Caterpill | box with
ar Jack- | Eric Carle
in-the- artwork.

Box

14 Little Tin jack-in- | 6
Blue the-box
Truck featuring
Jack-in- | “Pop Goes
the-Box | the Weasel.”

15 Baby Baby Calm- | 6
Calm- Down sets
Down Sensory
Sensory | Bottles
Bottles

16 | gl msedtvn siinsn Black & | High- 6
White contrast sets
Animal | puppets
Puppets | supporting
(Set of infant visual
3) developmen

t.

16




17 Black & | High- 6
White contrast sets
Board board books
Books for visual
(Set of tracking and
6) focus.
18 “Baby Washable, 6
Animals | chew-proof | sets
” Soft soft books
Book for early
Set (Set | literacy.
of 6)
19 | < EE | Hand Soft finger- | 6
| W‘ .| Puppet puppet sets
E ‘ I 4 2, i Book books with
K __13": Set (Set | textures and
! fowrr 1 of 2) rhymes.
1 Farm 1
. e
20 Sing-A- | Board books | 6
Song supporting sets
Nursery | rhythm and
Rhymes | phonologica
(Set of 1 awareness.
10)
21 Indestru | Non-toxic, 6
ctibles chew-proof | sets
Early early
Learning | concept
Books books.
(Set of
7)
2 | o ... | Garden | Crinkly 6
! & » 1| Buddies | numbered sets
| | B i Plush ladybugs
: =)\ '| (Setof | with
i U 113 magnets for
! | counting
"""""""" play.
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23 Crinkle Soft fabric 6
Bug pockets sets
Magneti | encouraging
c Set reaching and
cause-and-
effect play.
24 Crinkle Soft fabric 6
Pockets | pockets
encouraging
reaching and
cause-and-
effect play.
25 Knots & | High- 6
Knobs contrast
Plush textured
Ball Set | plush balls
for grasping.
26 Sensory | Fabric box 6
Surprise | with pull-
Tissue out cloth
Box “tissues.”
27 Very Plush 6
Hungry | caterpillar
Caterpill | paired with
ar Plush | classic
& Book | storybook.
Set
28 Rollin’ Cushioned 6
Race ride-on with
Car 360° swivel
Ride-On | wheels.
29 Rollin’ Plush ride- 6
Lion on with soft
Ride-On | mane and
swivel
wheels.
30 | /| Jumbo | Lightweight | 6
! « . '| Foam foam blocks
i r'-?“ L | | E Colored | for large-
H | = % || Blocks scale
| | (36 pcs) | construction
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31 Mini Plush finger
Fawn puppet for
Finger storytelling
Puppet and

language.

32 Brontosa | Dinosaur
urus finger
Finger puppet
Puppet supporting

imaginative
play.

33 LEGO® | Large
DUPLO | DUPLO®
® bricks with
Classic figures and
Brick number
Box pieces.

34 LEGO® | Expanded
DUPLO | DUPLO®
® brick set for
Deluxe open-ended
Brick building.
Box

35 E-%ﬁ | Wooden | Beechwood

e i Lacing jewels with
IF‘! N | Jewels laces for
e : fine-motor
i ‘® g 15?: practice.
L eemid

36 E L e /| Easy- Textured

., "N '| Link friction-fit
| L o ® i Nature pieces in
L Qg T a% e | Set natural
T e e | colors.
:_ _____ [ 0o — N ;I
37 : n | Wooden | Wooden
| - G E Block balance
| . i| Balance | scale for
| . @ i Scale early STEM
S exploration.
38 E /| Two- Wooden
! , i Tone percussion
! \/<\: Block block with
e mallet.
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39 Djembe | Child-sized
Jr. handcrafted
Drum wooden
drum.
40 e Musical | Wooden/me
Washbo | tal
ard washboard
with rhythm
stick.
41 Tom Boy | Small
Drum wooden
with drum with
\_/ Mallet handle and
mallet.
42 Jr. Latin | Bongo
America | drums,
n maracas,
‘ ~ | Instrume | shaker,
Q. nts Kit castanets,
o> agogo bells.
43 Wooden | Beechwood
rJ W7 Gem blocks with
\'f'” B Blocks translucent
: "y acrylic
=2 cubes.
25"
44 i Safari Lacing
. f.//élll Wooden | animals with
R Lacing pattern cards
% = Animals | and laces.
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45 Rainbow | Felt bowls
Nesting | with 100
Bowls matching
with balls for
Balls sorting.
46 Eco- Color-
g Q Friendly | matching
0 Beehives | bees and
“ L8] Sorting | hives using
: & wooden
o= Stacking | tongs.
Game
47 = % n Learnin | Fastener-
o £ g Skills | based
‘B S &' Activity | animal food
Y i by Board matching
O board.
48 44 Wild Wooden
,*?.n‘ H; . Pines train tracks,
¥ 3“ Wooden | cars, loader,
Train and
Set accessories.
49 Teoset /;;x. Froggy | Felt story
| o ® -~ Felt retelling set
= Tor !%g Story Set tg;froggy
«m | Dressed.
50 Kl Very Felt story
£ ® B3 6oe Hungry | set
©0H% 25000 Caterpill | supporting
sague :»’}.( 4 ar Felt sequencing
”“\lr ow @ Set (14 and
) pcs) counting.
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51 3 Quick Magnetic-
Stick backed
Flannel | flannel
Board board (20" x
27M).
52 My Wooden
o B Town matching
- o ¥ Picture and
$ u¥ i Matchin | sequencing
3 ﬁ g Game | game with
scene cards.
53 e n - Transpa Trgns}ucent
a3 l:a?_. re.nt building
s ¢ r Light & blocks for
© Color light and
Blocks STEM play.

Catoosa Child Development Center

Infant & Toddler Developmental Materials & Assessment — Phase VI
Room-by-Room Delivery Table

./ Administrative / Program Use (Not Assigned to Classrooms)

Line Item Item Name Delivery Location
1 ASQ-3® Starter Kit Administrative Office / Family Services
2 ASQ-3® Kit Components Administrative Office / Family Services

v Infant/ Toddler Classrooms

Classrooms:
Room 143 | Room 145 | Room 148 | Room 150 | Room 153 | Room 155

All items listed below are delivered one (1) per classroom unless noted otherwise.
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Line Item Item Name 143 | 145 | 148 | 150 | 153 | 155
3 Rainbow Stacker Teether Rings 1 1 1 1 1 1
4 Eco-Friendly Ocean Animal Set 1 1 1 1 1 1
5 Silicone Teething Mittens (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
6 Plush Mushroom Nesting Set 1 1 1 1 1 1
7 Cuddle Dolls (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
8 Sensory Balls (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
9 Shell Bell Shakers 1 1 1 1 1 1
10 Musical Bird Walker 1 1 1 1 1 1
11 Sight & Sound Drum 1 1 1 1 1 1
12 Pigeon Jack-in-the-Box 1 1 1 1 1 1
13 Very Hungry Caterpillar Jack-in-the-Box 1 1 1 1 1 1
14 Little Blue Truck Jack-in-the-Box 1 1 1 1 1 1
15 Baby Calm-Down Sensory Bottles (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
16 Black & White Animal Puppets (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
17 Black & White Board Books (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
18 “Baby Animals” Soft Book Set 1 1 1 1 1 1
19 Hand Puppet Book Set 1 1 1 1 1 1
20 Sing-A-Song Nursery Rhymes (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
21 Indestructible Early Learning Books (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
22 Garden Buddies Plush (Set) 1 1 1 1 1 1
23 Crinkle Bug Magnetic Set 1 1 1 1 1 1
24 Crinkle Pockets 1 1 1 1 1 1
25 Knots & Knobs Plush Ball Set 1 1 1 1 1 1

23




26

Sensory Surprise Tissue Box

27

Very Hungry Caterpillar Plush & Book Set

28

Rollin’ Race Car Ride-On

29

Rollin’ Lion Ride-On

30

Jumbo Foam Colored Blocks

31

Mini Fawn Finger Puppet

32

Brontosaurus Finger Puppet

33

DUPLO® Classic Brick Box

34

DUPLO® Deluxe Brick Box

35

Wooden Lacing Jewels

36

Easy-Link Nature Set

37

Wooden Block Balance Scale

38

Two-Tone Block

39

Djembe Jr. Drum

40

Musical Washboard

41

Tom Boy Drum with Mallet

42

Jr. Latin American Instruments Kit

43

Wooden Gem Blocks

44

Safari Wooden Lacing Animals

45

Rainbow Nesting Bowls with Balls

46

Eco-Friendly Beehives Sorting Game

47

Learning Skills Activity Board

48

Wild Pines Wooden Train Set

49

Froggy Felt Story Set
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50

Very Hungry Caterpillar Felt Set

51

Quick Stick Flannel Board

52

My Town Picture Matching Game

53

Transparent Light & Color Blocks
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